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Principal Freight Network  
 

Efficient, reliable and sustainable freight transport and logistics 
services are essential to Victoria’s economic prosperity and 
liveability.  

The Victorian Government has published the updated Principal Freight Network (PFN) – the 
framework that maps and protects Victoria’s key road and rail freight routes and places.  

The PFN includes freight corridors and places of national, state and regional significance that 
support high-capacity and efficient freight movements around Victoria.  

In 2020, we undertook a review of the PFN maps and it’s now complete.  

By creating the new PFN, we’re identifying needs for now and into the future, taking a strategic 
approach to reserving rail and road corridors and key freight places to support growth in the 
freight industry. 

The PFN will enable the future growth of the freight task on the Victorian transport network by:   

• Guiding future transport network and land use planning and infrastructure investment to 
ensure consideration and prioritisation of freight.  

• Protecting the Principal Freight Network and future capacity of this network through 
appropriate legislation, planning scheme and policy provisions, and 

• Integrating multi-modal supply chains and end-to-end supply chains to achieve 
productivity gains and industry competitiveness. 

The PFN gives certainty to industry and communities on the preferred routes for freight 
movements, and significant freight places now and in the future to support land use planning. 

As part of our review, we sought feedback from local government and industry to ensure the 
PFN maps are accurate and reflect the appropriate freight places and corridors. 

The PFN is recognised as part of the State Transport System at Clause 18: Transport of the 
Victorian Planning Provisions.  
 

Principal Freight Network Maps 
The PFN maps are now available on the Department of Transport and VicPlan websites.  
 

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/schemes-and-amendments/browse-planning-scheme/planning-scheme?f.Scheme%7CplanningSchemeName=vppslanningSchemeName=vpps
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/schemes-and-amendments/browse-planning-scheme/planning-scheme?f.Scheme%7CplanningSchemeName=vppslanningSchemeName=vpps
https://transport.vic.gov.au/about/planning/transport-strategies-and-plans/principal-freight-network#maps
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/schemes-and-amendments/get-information-about-your-planning-scheme/vicplan
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Web map information 

The PFN maps are available as an interactive and static map on our website. The maps are 
colour coded with categories for roads, rail and places. The descriptions below will help you 
understand what each category means.  

 
Descriptions: 
• PFN Road - a road corridor that forms part of the PFN. 
• PFN Road - committed future removal: a road corridor that will be removed from the PFN 

upon the completion of the relevant funded project. 
• PFN Road - in delivery: a road corridor that has committed funding and is in delivery. 
• PFN Road - planned: a potential road corridor identified for inclusion on the future PFN 

once funded. 
• PFN Road - area for potential PFN: an area identified that will contain a future road 

corridor that will form part of the PFN once funded. 

 
Descriptions:  
• PFN Rail - a rail corridor that forms part of the PFN. 
• PFN Rail - in delivery: a rail corridor on the network that has committed funding and is 

in delivery. 
• PFN Rail - planned: a potential rail corridor identified for inclusion on the PFN once 

funded. 
• PFN Rail - area for potential PFN: an area identified that will contain a future rail 

corridor that will form part of the PFN once funded. 

 
Descriptions:  
• PFN Place: a place where goods of significant value, quantity or importance is 

generated, stored, distributed, handled or carried. 
• PFN Place - Planned: a planned freight place once funded. 

For more information about the PNF maps, visit our website and read our frequently asked 
questions.  

https://transport.vic.gov.au/about/planning/transport-strategies-and-plans/principal-freight-network
https://transport.vic.gov.au/about/planning/transport-strategies-and-plans/principal-freight-network/frequently-asked-questions
https://transport.vic.gov.au/about/planning/transport-strategies-and-plans/principal-freight-network/frequently-asked-questions

